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So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
212, the text of H.R. 1731 was appended
to the engrossment of H.R. 1560, and
H.R. 1731 was laid on the table.

——————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 637
Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that I may here-

after be considered as the first sponsor
of H.R. 637, a bill originally introduced
by Representative Schock of Illinois,
for the purposes of adding cosponsors
and requesting reprintings pursuant to

clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

——

MOMENT OF SILENCE TO PAY RE-
SPECTS TO THE YOUNG WOMEN
WHO DIED SUDDENLY IN SAVAN-
NAH, GEORGIA, APRIL 22, 2015
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and

was given permission to address the

House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay my respects to
the young women who died suddenly in
Savannah, Georgia, yesterday. On
Wednesday morning just before 6 a.m.,
three tractor-trailers, two pickup
trucks, and two cars were involved in a
chain-reaction car accident.

Abbie Deloach of Savannah, Emily
Clark of Powder Springs, Morgan Bass
of Leesburg, Catherine McKay Pittman
of Alpharetta, and Caitlyn Baggett of
Millen were Kkilled.

I ask that a moment of silence be
given to these young women and their
families in the Eagle Nation.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the majority leader, Mr. MCCARTHY, for
the purpose of inquiring about the
schedule of the week to come.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, no votes
are expected in the House. On Tuesday,
the House will meet at noon for morn-
ing hour and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness. Votes will be postponed until 6:30.
On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and noon for legislative business.
On Friday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business. Last votes
of the week are expected no later than
3 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business tomorrow.

In addition, the House will begin the
annual appropriation process. The
House will consider the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs appro-
priations bill sponsored by Representa-
tive CHARLIE DENT. This important bill
provides funding to house and train our
military and ensures that we can meet
the growing health care needs of our
Nation’s veterans.

The House will also consider the En-
ergy and Water appropriations bill
sponsored by Representative MIKE
SIMPSON. This bill ensures that we safe-
ly maintain our nuclear weapons
stockpile and provide for critical infra-
structure projects through the Army
Corps of Engineers.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the House is
expected to consider the budget con-
ference report. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for that information. He indicates that
the appropriations process has started.
First I want to say, as a Member who
served on the Appropriations Com-
mittee for 23 years, I always thought
we ought to start the appropriations
process early, i.e., in May, but starting
it, I think, is good news. We have had
trouble on both sides getting all 12 ap-
propriations bills—it used to be 13—12
appropriations bills done. So I con-
gratulate the committee for initiating
its work in a timely fashion.

Hopefully, Mr. Leader, that will lead
to, hopefully, passing 12 bills in the
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regular order, which, as I pointed out
last week with respect to some other
legislation, will require the kind of bi-
partisanship that we saw displayed ul-
timately on the DHS bill, but certainly
on the SGR bill, and then this week we
had two bills pass with a bipartisan—
both sides—majority voting for it.
Hopefully, we will be able to do that on
the appropriations bill.

I ask my friend on the MILCON, Mili-
tary Construction bill, VA funding bill
and on the Energy and Water bill, does
the gentleman expect to follow what
the gentleman and his party have indi-
cated would be the process for appro-
priation bills under an open rule?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

The answer to your question is
“‘yes.” The gentleman does know, hav-
ing been a part for many years of the
appropriation process, that this is ac-
tually the earliest in the history of
Congress we have ever started appro-
priations. It is our goal—I know it is
your goal as well—to get all bills done
through the House in regular order. It
is something that we strive towards,
and I thank the gentleman for his help.

Mr. HOYER. I congratulate the gen-
tleman and his party on bringing these
bills to the floor early.

He also says we are going to be con-
sidering a conference report. I don’t ob-
viously know what that conference re-
port is. The budget itself, though—
which of course sets the parameters for
the appropriations bills in terms of
caps on spending—was, as the gen-
tleman knows, not a bipartisan bill.
There were party differences on that
bill. I would hope that in the con-
ference report we can reach an agree-
ment.

My own view is, Mr. Majority Leader,
that if we stay at sequester levels we
will not be able to pass bills and the
President will not sign them. The rea-
son being that our side, and I think the
President, perceives, and many in your
party perceive at least as it relates to
some aspects of the sequester, that the
sequester numbers are not workable.

As you know, the chairman of the
Appropriations Committee has called
the sequester numbers, which are re-
flected in the budget that passed the
House, ill-conceived, unworkable, and
unrealistic. In that context it will be
difficult for us to get, no matter how
early we start, these bills completed. I
would hope that we could come to-
gether at some point in time as was
done in Ryan-Murray. I know there are
Members on your side, including I
think the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, who believe that if
we don’t come together on an agreed
figure that will allow the Appropria-
tions Committee to meet its respon-
sibilities, then we will have great dif-
ficulty getting appropriations bills
done.

I don’t know whether the gentleman
has any thoughts on that, but if he
does, I would be glad to yield to him on
that.
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